Promises in the plague: passage of the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency Act as a case study for legislative action.
In a conservative political climate, it is very important that social workers and others who are concerned with social welfare understand how to affect social change through legislative advocacy. This article presents a case study in successful intervention using the passage by the Congress of the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency (CARE) Act of 1990. The major influences in the passage of this landmark bill were building a diverse coalition that provided a very broad base of advocacy; securing bipartisan support; using recognizable personalities to call attention to the problem; and defining the issue as one that affected people from all socioeconomic and ethnic groups.